Sskiulls 


Comprehensions with Activities for B1 Students 


Exercise # 01 


Check out this brochure with some of the most exciting adventure holidays around the world and improve 
your reading skills. Are you ready for this? 


Preparation 
Write the correct words in the boxes below the picture. 


kayaking white water rafting desert snowboarding ancient ruins 


trekking 


Are you a bit bored with your nine-to-five routine? 
Have a look at our exciting range of holidays and decide 
what type of adventure you’d like. 


Activity holidays Our activity holidays are for 
everyone, people who love danger or who just like 
sports. We have a huge variety of water, snow or 
desert holidays. We'll take you SCUBA diving in the 
Red Sea or kayaking and white water rafting in 
Canada. If you prefer snow, you can try skiing or 
snowboarding in the Alps or even 

s igloo-building. For those who like 
warmer weather, we also have 
sandboarding (the desert version of 
skateboarding) or camel safaris. 


Polar expeditions Take a cruise to 

Antarctica or the northern Arctic; 

explore a land of white natural 

beauty and wonderful wildlife. Our 

experts will explain everything about 

the two poles as you watch the penguins in Antarctica 
or whales and polar bears in the Arctic. There's no 
greater adventure than travelling to the ends of the 
earth. A once-in-a-lifetime experience! 


Cultural journeys Our cultural 
journeys will help you discover 
ancient civilisations: India, 
Thailand, Egypt and many more. 
Visit temples, palaces and ancient 
ruins — just remember to bring your camera! Get to 
know local ways of life by exploring markets, trying 
exotic foods and meeting local people. 


Trekking tours We have trekking holidays to 
-~= _ famous places such as Machu 
Picchu or the Everest Base Camp 
- Trek, as well as some nearer to 
j home in the Highlands of 
Scotland. You don’t need to be 
very sporty, just fairly fit. You'll have a great time 
enjoying nature with a group of new friends. Some 
of the holidays include camping, but we'll transport 
the tents for you! 


Wildlife holidays We organise 

small-group tours to get closer to 

nature in Africa, Asia or South 

America. Go on safari in Africa and 

watch lions and giraffes. Meet the 

famous turtles of the Galapagos 

Islands. Look for tigers in India, or take an elephant 
safari in Sri Lanka. We use local guides and stay in 
a range of accommodation, from tents to tree 
houses. 


1. Check your understanding: grouping 
Write the activities under the correct holiday. 


visit the South Pole see lions 


go kayaking 


try different local 
food 


learn about foreign 
cultures 


climb mountains see whales 


follow a local guide 


Sskulls 


visit Scotland 


try different sports 


Trekking tours Wildlife holidays 


2. Check your understanding: multiple choice 
Circle all the holidays that answer the question. 


1. 


On which holiday(s) can you see animals? 

Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 
On which holiday(s) do you need to be reasonably fit? 

Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 
On which holiday(s) can you meet local people? 

Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 
On which holiday(s) can you go camping? 

Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 
On which holiday(s) might you go up a mountain? 

Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 
On which holiday(s) might you need special clothes or shoes? 


Activity holidays Polar expeditions Cultural journeys 


Trekking tours 


Trekking tours 


Trekking tours 


Trekking tours 


Trekking tours 


Trekking tours 


Wildlife holidays 


Wildlife holidays 


Wildlife holidays 


Wildlife holidays 


Wildlife holidays 


Wildlife holidays 


Which of these holidays would you be interested in? 
What’s the best holiday you’ve ever had? Where did you go? What did you do? 


Sskills 


Exercise # 02 


Do you like eating out? Check out these reviews of the trendiest places to eat and improve your reading 
skills. 


Preparation 
Write the names of the food and drink in the boxes below the picture. 


pizza steak hamburger 


cappuccino fruit smoothie English breakfast 


Fast Best 

Fast food doesn’t have to be junk food, as 
this café proves. Do you fancy a really good 
hamburger made with the best ingredients, 
or old-fashioned fish and chips fried to 
perfection, all on the table in super-quick 
time? Speed and quality are important here, 
and the prices aren’t bad either. 


Eating out 


Are you looking for somewhere special to go this weekend? Do you want to try 


something new? Check out one of these hot new restaurants. 


By Helen CHR ae Your Local Caff 

7 < Remember when cafés served full English 
mis mee top recommendaton breakfasts — sausages, beans, fried bread, 
bacon and eggs— with a strong cup of 
tea? Well, this place still does and you 
can have your breakfast at any time you 
like during the day while you listen to 
your favourite tunes from the 1980s. 


The Lemon Tree 
This pretty restaurant serves healthy 
food that’s tasty too. Come in for a 
vegetarian snack at lunchtime or a great 
fruit smoothie or a cappuccino and a 
delicious piece of cake in the afternoon. 
Food is bought from local producers 
whenever possible. 


Last Days of the Raj 
A centrally located Indian restaura: 
perfect for eating before or after the 
cinema or a show. In summer enjoy your 
meal in the beautiful garden. The most 
popular dishes are lamb and chicken 
cooked with mild, medium or hot spices. 
For brave customers there is extra hot! 


kinds of food, but then she reali: 

preferred desserts to anything else. If you 
want meat or fish, don’t come here. They 
only do desserts! Lots of different kinds of 
sweets. Chocolate lovers will be excited by 


A Taste of Tuscany Cheesy Bites the range of chocolate cakes. 
Whether you'd like a great value-for- Arestaurant that only se Musical Chairs 
money lunch or a relaxed evening meal in | hundreds of cheeses from 


Have you noticed how music improves the 
taste of your food? This new restaurant has 
different types of live music every night 
except Sundays, and excellent food to go with 
it. Great fish dishes, steak and pizza. Monday 
is classic rock night, so see you there! 


countries and in lots of different forms. 
They serve reasonably priced lunches but 
dinner can be expensive. Lovely food and 
a very elegant dining room, looking onto 
an amazing flower garden. 


stylish surroundings, this is the place for 
you. The chefs have all been trained in 
Italy and they make both traditional and 
contemporary dishes. We recommend 
the pasta and seafood. 


S skills 


1. Check your understanding: matching 
Match the people with the best restaurant for them. Write the restaurant names below. 


Your Local Caff The Lemon Tree Fast Best 


The Chocolate Box Last Days of the Raj A Taste of Tuscany 


1. My girlfriend and | are vegetarian. Could you 
recommend a suitable restaurant for us? 
Restaurant: 


Tom, aged 18 


2. My friend has a sweet tooth and | want to 


take her somewhere special this weekend. 
Restaurant: 


Lucy, aged 16 


3. My mates and | all love spicy food. Can you 


recommend somewhere good for us to go tonight? 
Restaurant: 


Dino, aged 21 


4. | only get 30 minutes off for lunch and I'm in a hurry. 
Where can | get something quick to eat? 


Melissa, aged 27 


5. Breakfast is the most important meal of the day 
in my opinion. Do you know anywhere that 
serves a good brekkie? Restaurant: 


Micky, aged 38 


6. We love Italian food, especially pasta. 
Everyone loves Italian, don't they? Any good 


Italians near here? 


Restaurant: 


Momo, aged 22 


ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAMMEESRE 


2. Check your understanding: multiple selection 
Write the names of restaurants from the article in the box. 


1. Which restaurant(s) serve hot and spicy food? 
2 Which restaurant(s) only have desserts and 
` sweets? 
3 In which restaurant(s) can you listen to some 
` great music? 
4 Which restaurant(s) are good for people who 
` don't eat meat? 
5 Which restaurant(s) employ staff trained in 
` Europe? 
6 Which restaurant(s) serve an all-day breakfast 
` including sausages, bacon and eggs? 


Which of these restaurants would you choose to go to, and why? 
How often do you usually eat out? 


Vocabulary Box Write any new words you have learned in this lesson. 


S skulls 


Exercise # 03 


Can you always find what you want to find on the internet? These eight easy-to-remember tips will help 
you to become a safe and smart searcher! 


Preparation 
Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a-h next to the numbers 1-8. 


1........ to narrow a. a word that is important for or ‘key’ to the topic you are searching 

2 keyword b. to make a mistake when writing something on a keyboard 

3........ several c. not to be trusted or believed 

4 a search engine d. to make more limited 

5 to mis-type e. software for sorting and blocking unwanted online content 

ee i a computer program that is used to look for information on the 
internet 

7........ a filter g. punctuation marks that look like this: “” 

8......... inverted commas h. more than two or three but not many 


How to be a safe 


and smart SEARCHER 


EVERAL WILL HELP TO FIND BETTER RESULTS. Use 
more than one keyword when you are doing a search. If you 
want to find out about seagulls, for example, search for 
bird seagull Q| and not just ‘seagull — because seagull might 
also be the name of just about anything else, from a hotel toa 
documentary film. 


XACT REFERENCES CAN HELP YOU FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING 
FOR. If you are looking for an exact phrase or sentence, e.g. 
(“seagulls are very clever Q|, type it between inverted commas 


C") and only exact matches will be shown. This is useful when 
you want to find something you've already seen but lost. 


VOID COMMON WORDS like ‘a’ or ‘the’ in a search. These 
aren't always helpful and are usually unnecessary. 


EMOVE UNWANTED RESULTS by adding a minus symbol (-). 
For example, [seagull -hotel -film IQ] would leave out all 
references to hotels and films. 


HECK YOUR SPELLING. Make sure that you spell every word 

in the search box correctly. The smallest typing mistakes 
can bring unwanted results — especially when the mistyped 
word exists. 


AVE A FILTER. It's a good idea to filter your online searches, 
especially when you are searching for pictures. Ask an 
adult to help you add a filtering system. There are lots of filtering 

software options available. 


XPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT SEARCH ENGINES until you find 

the one that's best for you. Some search engines 
personalise the results, so check out the option of using a 
search engine that doesn't do this and you will get different 
results. 


ELIABILITY IS VERY IMPORTANT WHEN YOU ARE SEARCHING ON 

THE INTERNET. Always ask yourself, ‘Is this reliable?’ Don't 
make the mistake of believing everything you see. Some 
websites are unreliable and some information is false. Check 
your information on other websites before accepting it- 


Sskills 


1. Check your understanding: true or false 
Circle True or False for these sentences. 


1. You should only use one keyword in a single search. True False 
r Inverted commas are a useful way to find something you've already seen. True False 
3. Words like ‘an’ are unhelpful in a search. True False 
4. a aaa a ag refer to a lot of different things, you can't avoid getting True False 
5. Small spelling mistakes aren't important. True False 
6. Filter software is especially important for image searches. True False 
7. Some search engines give different results to different people. True False 
8. Some websites contain false information. True False 


2. Check your understanding: grouping 
Write the tips in the correct group. 


check the spelling of use words like ‘a’ or ‘the’ use a filter for each use inverted commas in 
every word. in a search. picture search. a search. 


always use the same 
believe all the h engine without use a minus symbol to lways use a single 
information you see on iderina the avoid unwanted 
the internet. ng references. y 
alternatives. 
Don’t... 


What type of information do you search for on the internet? 


S skulls 


Have you got the skills you need for the 21st-century workplace? Read about what employers are looking 
for and test yourself to see if you are prepared! 


Exercise # 04 


Preparation 
Fill the gaps with the correct phrase from the box. 


analyse information communicate well problem solving 
good at making decisions the 21st century age of technology 
We are living in ' . Some people call it the 7 
We need to learn skills such as ° and we need to be able to 


p with other people around the world. Employers are looking for people who 


can Ë well, people who are able to recognise whether information is reliable 


or not. They also like people who are ê without asking for help. 


Have you got the skills you need for 
the 21st-century workplace? 


We need to develop all kinds of skills to survive in the 21st 
century. Some, like ICT skills and knowledge of the digital 
world, are taught explicitly in schools in the UK. Here are five 
less obvious ones for you to think about. These are the sorts 
of skills that employers may ask you questions about in 
interviews, so it’s a good idea to think about how good you 
are in these areas. What are your strengths and weaknesses? 


Imagination 


In the age of technology that we are living in now, it is no 
longer enough to keep on making the same products. 
Employers need people who can imagine new approaches 
and new ideas. 


Think: Think of an object or gadget you use every day. How 
could it be improved? Can you think of three improvements? 


Problem solving 


Employers will value workers who are able to see problems 
before they happen and come up with creative solutions. 


Think: Imagine you are organising an end-of-term social 
event at school. Think of some problems that you could 
face. Can you think of any solutions? 


= Communication skills 


Workers will have to be good communicators. They will have 
to be able to negotiate and discuss key issues and also write 
in a clear way without using too many words. 


Think: How do people communicate with each other in the 
21st century? 


Critical analysis 


Employers want workers who are able to recognise the 
difference between information that can be believed 
and false information. 


Think: Use the internet to find out three facts about a 
celebrity or famous figure. Can you verify the information by 
checking other websites? 


Ka Decision making 


Individual workers have a growing amount of responsibility. 
It is important to be able to evaluate a situation and be 
confident in making a decision. 


Think: Which three things could you do to (a) be healthier 
(b) do better at school and (c) help others? Make a decision 
now to do at least one of these things. Then ... just do it! 


1. Check your understanding: true or false 
Circle True or False for these sentences. 


a: 21st-century skills are not taught in schools in the UK. 
Employers like workers to be imaginative. 

Employers want workers to think about possible problems. 
Employers like workers to be original when solving problems. 
Future workers will need to be able to write concisely. 


People communicate with each other less in the 21st century. 


oN PO an FP YO DN 


Employers don’t want workers to make decisions without asking them. 


Employers believe it is useful to know a lot of information about celebrities. 


Ss 


True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 


True 


ills 


ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAMMEESRE 


False 
False 
False 
False 
False 
False 
False 


False 


2. Check your vocabulary: gap fill 
Complete the sentences with a word from the box. 


S ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAMMEFSRE 


differentiate 


solve 


1. UK schools and colleges ICT skills. 

a. Employers people with ideas for new approaches. 

3. Employers like workers who can problems. 

4. Workers need to be able to their work with their team. 
5. Workers need to their writing skills. 

6. It is important that workers can between truth and lies. 
7. Employees in the 21st century more responsibility. 

8. Employers like their workers to decisions. 


Which of the skills mentioned in the article do you think is the most important? Why? 


